
 

  

Norfolk Public Schools 
Science Learning in Place Plan: Science 7 Lessons 

Week 10: May 18 – 22, 2020 (Classification and Evolution) 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Reading & Text Annotation:  

• Read the passage entitled, 
“Classification of Living 
Things”  

• Use Critical Reading Strategies 
to make note of the key points 
in the passage. 

Concept Analysis: 

• Reread  the passage entitled, 
“Classification of Living 
Things” 

• Use the graphic organizers on 
the worksheet entitled, 
“Classification of Living 
Things Concept Analysis” to  
o summarize the 3 domains 

and 6 kingdoms (part 1) 

Concept Analysis: 

• Reread  the passage entitled, 
“Classification of Living 
Things” 

• Use the graphic organizers on 
the worksheet entitled, 
“Classification of Living 
Things Concept Analysis” to  
o summarize the 8 levels to 

classify living things (part 2) 

Reading & Text Annotation:  

• Read “Explainer: The Theory 
of Evolution”  

• Use Critical Reading Strategies 
to make note of the key points 
in the passage. 

Concept Analysis: 

• Reread  the passage entitled, 
“Explainer: The Theory of 
Evolution” 

• Answer the four questions of 
the quiz 

Week 11: May 25 – 29, 2020 (Biomes & Ecosystems) 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Reading & Text Annotation:  

• Read the passage entitled, 
“Earth’s Biomes”  

• Use Critical Reading Strategies 
to make note of the key points 
in the passage. 

Reading & Concept Analysis:  

• Read the passage entitled, 
“Home Sweet Biome” 

• Complete the fill in the blank 
concept review 

Reading & Concept Analysis:  

• Read the passage entitled, 
“Life in a Biome” 

• Complete the “Visualize It” 

Reading & Concept Analysis:  

• Read the passage entitled, 
“Nothing Stays the Same” 

• Complete the “Visualize It” 

Concept Analysis: 

• Examine the map on the 
page entitled, “Moving to a 
New Biome Writing 
Assignment” then write a 7-
sentence paragraph 

Week 12: June 1 – 5, 2020 (Populations & Communities and Human Interactions) 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Reading & Concept Analysis:  

• Read the passage entitled, 
“Know Your Limits” 

• Complete the “Visualize It” 

• Complete the “Active 
Reading” 

Reading & Concept Analysis:  

• Read the passage entitled, 
“Maximum Capacity” 

• Complete the “Visualize It” 

Reading & Concept Analysis:  

• Read the passage entitled, 
“Teamwork” 

• Complete the “Visualize It” 

• Complete the “Active 
Reading” 

• Complete the “Compare #18” 

Reading & Concept Analysis:  

• Read the passage entitled, 
“Living Together” 

• Complete the “Compare #19” 

• Complete the “Inquiry” 

Concept Analysis: 

• Complete the “Visual 
Summary” questions #19-22 



  



All living organisms are classified based on very basic, shared characteristics. Organisms within each group are then further divided into smaller 

groups. These smaller groups are based on more detailed similarities within each larger group. This grouping system makes it easier for scientists to 

study certain groups of organisms. Characteristics such as appearance, reproduction, mobility, and functionality are just a few ways in which living 

organisms are grouped together. These specialized groups are collectively called the classification of living things. The classification of living things 

includes 8 levels: domain, kingdom, phylum, classes, order, families, genus, and species. 

Domain 
When Linnaeus was naming and classifying organisms in the 1700s, almost nothing 
was known of microorganisms. With the development of powerful microscopes, 
scientists discovered many single-celled organisms that didn’t fit into any of 
Linnaeus’ kingdoms. As a result, a new taxon, called the domain, was added to the 
classification system. The domain is even broader than the kingdom. These domains 
are Archaea, Bacteria, and Eukarya. The Archaea Domain includes only the Archaea 
Kingdom, and the Bacteria Domain includes only the Bacteria Kingdom. The Eukarya 
Domain includes the Animal, Plant, Fungus, and Protist Kingdoms. 

 
Kingdom 

The most basic classification of living things is kingdoms. Currently there are five 
kingdoms. Living things are placed into certain kingdoms based on the presence or 
absence of cellular structures, such as the nucleus, mitochondria, or a cell wall; 
whether the organisms exist as single cells or are multicellular; how the organisms 
get their food. 

 
Phylum 

The phylum is the next level following kingdom in the classification of living 
things. It is an attempt to find some kind of physical similarities among 

organisms within a kingdom. These physical similarities suggest that there is 
a common ancestry among those organisms in a particular phylum. 

Classes 
Classes are way to further divide organisms of a phylum. As you could 
probably guess, organisms of a class have even more in common than  
those in an entire phylum. Humans belong to the Mammal Class because we 
drink milk as a baby. 

Order 
Organisms in each class are further broken down into orders. A taxonomy 
key is used to determine to which order an organism belongs. A taxonomy 
key is nothing more than a checklist of characteristics that determines how 
organisms are grouped together. 

Families 
Orders are divided into families. Organisms within a family have more in 
common than with organisms in any classification level above it. Because 
they share so much in common, organisms of a family are said to be related 
to each other. Humans are in the Hominidae Family. 

Genus 
Genus is a way to describe the generic name for an organism. The genus 
classification is very specific so there are fewer organisms within each one. 
For this reason, there are a lot of different genera among both animals and 
plants. When using taxonomy to name an organism, the genus is used to 
determine the first part of its two-part name. 

Species 
Species are as specific as you can get. It is the lowest and most strict level of 
classification of living things. The main criterion for an organism to be 
placed in a particular species is the ability to breed with other organisms of 
that same species. The species of an organism determines the second part 
of its two-part name.



Part 1 Directions:  

Part 2 Directions: 



  

 

  



  

  



Biomes 

A biome is a group of ecosystems with 

similar climates and organisms.  In fact, it is 

mostly the climate conditions—

temperature and rainfall—in an area that 

determine its biome.  

 

A Biome’s Climate 

The climate limits distribution of plants. In 

turn, the types of plants determine the kinds 

of animals that live there.  

 

The Plants & Animals of a Biome 

The plants and animals found in a particular 

biome are adapted to the climate and to their 

niche in the ecosystem. 

 

Earth’s Biomes 

1. Tropical Rain Forest  

2. Temperate Rain Forest  

3. Desert 

4. Grassland - also known as Prairies and 

Savannas 

5. Deciduous Forest 

6. Boreal Forest - also known as 

Coniferous Forest 

7. Tundra 

 

Tropical Rain Forest 

Tropical rain forests are warm and humid 

and are found near the equator.   The tall 

trees form a leafy roof called a canopy.   A 

second layer of shorter trees and vines form 

an understory.  

Temperate Rain Forests 

Temperate rain forests are found farther 

north.  They also receive a lot of rain but are 

cooler than tropical rain forests. 

 

Deserts 

A desert is an area that receives less than 25 

centimeters of rain each year.   Deserts have 

large shifts in temperature during the day.   

Desert organisms are adapted to the lack of 

rain and to the extreme temperatures. 

 

Grasslands 

A grassland receives between 25 and 75 

centimeters of rain each year and is 

populated by grasses.  Grasslands that are 

located close to the equator are called 

savannas.  Savannas receive as much as 120 

centimeters of rain each year. 

 

Deciduous Forests 

The trees found in deciduous forests, called 

deciduous trees, shed their leaves and grow 

new ones each year.  These forests receive at 

least 50 centimeters of rain each year.  

Temperatures vary during the year.  

Some of the mammals in deciduous forests 

enter a low-energy state similar to sleep, 

called hibernation. 

 

Boreal Forests 

Boreal forests contain coniferous trees, 

which produce their seeds in cones and have 

leaves shaped like needles.  Winters are 

long, very cold, and snowy.  Summers are 

rainy and warm enough to melt all the snow.  

 

Tundra 

The tundra is extremely cold and dry, often 

with no more precipitation than a desert.  

Most of the soil is frozen all year long.  The 

frozen soil is called permafrost.  Plants 

include low-growing mosses, grass, and 

shrubs.  

 

Freshwater Biomes 

Freshwater biomes include ponds, lakes, 

streams, and rivers.  Because water absorbs 

sunlight, there is only enough light for 

photosynthesis near the surface or in 

shallow water.  Algae are the most common 

producers in freshwater biomes. 

 

Earth’s Oceans 

The ocean has different zones.  An estuary 

is found where the fresh water of a river 

meets the salt water of the ocean.  The part 

of the shore between the highest high-tide 

line and the lowest low-tide line is called the 

intertidal zone.   Below the low-tide line is 

the neritic zone, a region of shallow water 

over the continental shelf.   Floating algae 

are the producers in most open-ocean food 

webs.   Below the open ocean’s surface 

zone is the deep zone, which is completely 

dark. 

Earth’s Biomes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directions: Norfolk, VA is in a deciduous forest, but you have an opportunity to live in another biome. Which biome would you like to live in and 

why? What would you eat? What adaptations would you need in order to survive? Write a 7-sentence paragraph to explain answer these questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Moving to a New Biome Writing Assignment 



 



 



 

  



 



 


